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Who we are 2013 Highlights

16% budget growth

$7209  in bursaries

Mission
To provide all of the children and youth of British 
Columbia with the opportunity to investigate 
engineering, science, and technology in a fun, 
educational, and safe environment.

Vision
GEERing Up! UBC Engineering & Science for Kids is GEERing Up! UBC Engineering & Science for Kids is 
a non-profit, student-run organization dedicated 
to promoting science, engineering, and technology 
to the children and youth of British Columbia 
through fun, innovative, and hands-on experiments 
and projects. GEERing Up! strives to reach all 
children and youth, regardless of gender, ethnicity, children and youth, regardless of gender, ethnicity, 
culture, or  socio-economic status, with special 
outreach for those groups traditionally 
underrepresented in the sciences. 

National Network
Actua provides training, resources and support to 
a national network of member organizations 
offering science, technology, engineering and offering science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) education programs. Actua 
members reach over 225,000 youth per year in 
500 communities nationwide. Please visit Actua on 
the web at www.actua.ca



18 years ago, GEERing Up! set out to deliver fun, hands-on activities to encourage youth across BC to  consider careers in Science, En-
gineering and Technology.  Thanks to the commitment and dedication of our supporters, we have since impacted over 80,000 youth. 
With an average growth rate of 13% in the past 4 years, 2013 marks a time of enriched programming, increased exposure and continuity. 
With the introduction of the new Outreach Coordinator position, we have made a long-term investment in engaging underrepresented 
youth in rural communities around BC. 2013 marks the first year for delivering camp in the community of Takla Lake, and we hope to 
reach 6 additional communities along Highway 97 and Highway 3 next year. With another two sold-out camps in Prince George and 
Kelowna, we are taking steps to increase the number of camps offered next year. 

At the University of British Columbia, we were delighted to offer camp at the inspiring new Wayne and William Wright Engineering At the University of British Columbia, we were delighted to offer camp at the inspiring new Wayne and William Wright Engineering 
Design Centre this year. Increased space for camper activities and a centralized office greatly enhanced the experience. This year’s 10% 
camp increase would not have been possible without our enthusiastic and hardworking team of Instructors, including 3 additional In-
structors who were hired to meet the increased demand for Explorers (grades 2-3) and Imagineers (grades 4-5) space. We are excited 
to continue and further develop this year’s successful Tech Innovators PLUS pilot program aimed at students in grades 11-12 with in-
creased ties to the university experience. 

After a financially healthy year, we are eagerly preparing for next year. We look forward to growing both our Outreach programs and 
our Vancouver-based camps. By offering increased camp capacity, hiring additional camp-only Instructors, and introducing a 2-week 
rather than 1-week curriculum we anticipate a 23% increase in the number of camps offered at UBC. 

A big thank you to our sponsors and University partners for ensuring that GEERing Up! programs remain accessible while motivating 
youth across BC to explore the opportunities in Science, Engineering and Technology. 

“I loved how nice all the 
JI's and instructors were 
and how they made 
very complex things 

easy.” 
-Grade 5 Camper

“I liked my Instructors 
because they helped 
me learn more about 
science and engineering 

which I liked” 
-Grade 3 Camper

“At the end of the week, 
my child declared "I love 
engineering!" If he could 
have a second week this 
year, we would definitely 

re-enrol him!” 
-Parent 

“It was a wonderful 
experience.  I can't wait 
till next summer and for 
multiple weeks with 
different curriculum.”

-Parent

“My favourite activity 
was the DNA extraction 
from strawberries 

because I’ve never seen 
DNA!” 

–Grade 2 Camper

A Word from the Directors Year in Review

Workshops
In May and June, we delivered 141 workshops to elementary 
schools and after school programs across the Metro 
Vancouver area. 39 workshops were offered in French to 
Francophone and French-immersion schools.
Four Workshop Topics were offered this year:
•• Ecosystems Everywhere
• Use the Force
• The Meaning of Life
• Out of This World

Summer Day Camps 
We hosted 35 on-campus camps in Vancouver, over 7 We hosted 35 on-campus camps in Vancouver, over 7 
weeks in July and August, for campers aged 6 to 18. Our 
weeklong programs were developed by our Instructors and 
covered a wide breadth of science and engineering topics. 
Some of the highlights this year included:
• The weekly chemistry show
• Programming Lego Mindstorm NXT robots
•• Squid dissections
• Motorized Submarines
• Wii Nunchuck controlled marble mazes
• Strawberry DNA extractions

Outreach
With the newly added Outreach Coordinator position, GEERWith the newly added Outreach Coordinator position, GEER-
ing Up! has made a long-term investment in making science 
and engineering accessible to youth, regardless of where 
they live. This year we ran 6 weeks of outreach, including a 
first time visit to the community of Takla Lake. We are eager 
to continue this partnership and have plans for expanding our 
Outreach scope, including developing an additional Girls Only! 
week in Kelowna, as well as reaching more students along week in Kelowna, as well as reaching more students along 
Highway 3 and Highway 97. 

2013 Outreach Workshop Locations
• Prince George 
• Kelowna
2013 Outreach Camp Locations
• Prince George – New Caledonia College
• Kelowna – UBCO
•• K’omoks – First Nations Band
• Takla Lake – Community School



3842 Workshop Participants
171 Workshops Taught
4 Topics

11 Instructors
1  Integration Support Instructor
1 Outreach Coordinator
4444 Junior Instructors
40 Mentor Events
3080 Volunteer Hours

706 Campers
272 Girls
47 Bursaries worth $7209

97% of campers are considering 
returning next year
7777% of campers say they are 
more interested in science, 
engineering, and technology 
because of camp

By the Numbers Financial Highlights
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